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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2 and 3 are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .75(a) for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the imaging means" on line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, the claim will be 
treated as if it reads, "an imaging means". 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the imaging means" on lines 6-7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, the claim will be 
treated as if it reads, "an imaging means". 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the reception means" on line 1 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, the claim will be 
treated as if it reads, "a reception means". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 

Claim 3 defines a program embodying functional descriptive material. However, the 
claim does not define a computer-readable medium or memory and is thus non-statutory. The 
scope of the presently claimed program can range from paper on which the program is written to 
a program simply contemplated and memorized by a person. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 16 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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Claims 16 and 26 both recite the limitation "the arbitrary position" on line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. For examination purposes, the 
claims will be treated as if they read, "an arbitrary position". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-8, 14-20, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hyodo (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0142880). 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 4 and 27, Hyodo discloses an imaging apparatus (see Figure 1) 
comprising: 

imaging means (CCD 18) for imaging a subject (see paragraph 37) to be 
imaged and taking in a moving image (see paragraph 58) and a still image (see 
paragraph 7) of the subject; 

focusing means (lenses 14) for adjusting a focal length and focusing on the 
subject (see paragraph 37) which is included in a first predetermined region (focus 
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area 62) within an imaging range (shown on screen 60 in Figure 5) of the imaging 
means; 

reception means (operation unit 50) for receiving a designation (a key 
. press) regarding a position at the first region within the imaging range, the 
designation being inputted by a user (see paragraph 45); 

position setting means (CPU 30) for setting the first region at a position 
(for example, focus area 62a) within the imaging range, based on the position 
designation received by the reception means (see paragraph 46); and 

range setting means (CPU 30) for setting up a range of the first region in 
accordance with the position set up by the position setting means (see paragraph 
74). 

Claim 3 can be treated like claim 1 . Additionally, Hyodo discloses that the system is 
controlled by CPU 30 (see paragraphs 41-42). It is inherent that a CPU performs tasks using a 
program. 

Regarding claims 5 and 18, Hyodo discloses: 

the position setting means set up the position of the first region in such a 
way that a center of the first region is located at a center of the imaging range if 
the position designation is not received by the reception means (focus area 62 is 
set by default until a user moves it; see paragraph 48). 
Regarding claims 6 and 19, Hyodo discloses: 

the position setting means set up the position of the first region in such a 
way that a center of the first region is located at coordinates specified by the user 
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if the position designation is received by the reception means (focus area 62b is 
set by a user; see paragraph 48), 

Regarding claim 7, Hyodo discloses: 

if the position designation is received by the reception means, the range 
setting means set up the range of the first region in such a way that the range of 
the first region set up is smaller than that of a case that the position designation is 
not received (a smaller region can be selected by a user; see paragraph 48). 

Regarding claims 8 and 20, Hyodo discloses: 

display means (display 46) for displaying the moving image obtained by 
imaging of the subject by the imaging means (see paragraph 58); 

wherein the reception means is configured to comprise a touch panel 
overlaid on the display means (a touch panel is one of many input options; see 
paragraph 44), detect coordinates inputted by a user with a first method while 
allowing the user to check the moving image displayed on the display means, and 
receive the coordinates as the position designation (see paragraphs 44 and 58). 

Regarding claim 14, Hyodo discloses: 

the focusing means adjust the focal length and focus on the subject if the 
imaging means take in the still image and if the position setting means set up the 
position of the first region (focus area 62 only moves upon command from the 
user; see paragraphs 45, 46, and 48). 

Regarding claim 15, Hyodo discloses: 
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prohibition means (CPU 30) for prohibiting an adjusting process of the 
focusing means if the focusing means focus on the subject that is included in the 
first region and if the imaging means takes in the still image (focus area 62 only 
moves upon command from the user; see paragraphs 45, 46, and 48). 
Regarding claims 16 and 26, Hyodo discloses: 

exposure adjustment means (CPU 30) for adjusting an exposure for a 
second predetermined region within the imaging range (the designated focus area; 
see paragraph 74), 

wherein the position setting means set up a position of the second region 
so that a center of the second region is positioned at a center of the first region 
that is set at the arbitrary position within the imaging range based on the position 
designation received by the reception means (see paragraph 74). 
Claim 17 can be treated like the combination of claims 4, 14, and 15. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



10. 



Claims 9 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hyodo. 
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Claims 9 and 21 can be treated like claims 8 and 20, respectively. However, Hyodo is 
silent with regard to the user tapping a touch panel to indicate an input. 

Official Notice is taken that it was well known in the art of touch panels at the time the 
invention was made to indicate a user's input by tapping a touch panel. An advantage of doing 
so is that a separate button is not necessary. For this reason, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Hyodo 's system accept a 
user's touch panel input by detecting a single tap. 

11. Claims 10, 12, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hyodo in view of Kaite (U.S. Patent No. 4,614,975). 

Claims 10 and 22 can be treated like claims 8 and 20, respectively. However, Hyodo is 
silent with regard to returning the region designation to its original state. 
Kaite discloses a focus area changing circuit, including: 

initialization means (preset circuit 60) for initializing the setup of the first 
region (a designated focus area) and returning the setup from a state where the 
position designation is received by the reception means to a state where the 
position designation is not received (see column 7, lines 61-66); 

wherein the reception means further receives an instruction (from reset 
switch 604) to initialize the setup of the first region inputted by the user with a 
second method (see column 8, lines 10-27), and 

the initialization means initialize the setup of the first region based on the 
instruction received by the reception means (see id). 
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An advantage of returning a focus area designation to its original state is that the user 
need not move it manually, thus saving time and effort. For this reason, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Hyodo 's 
system offer a means for initializing a region. 

Regarding claims 12 and 24, Hyodo is silent with regard to the user touching a touch 
panel for more than a predetermined period to indicate an input. 

Official Notice is taken that it was well known in the art of touch panels at the time the 
invention was made to indicate a user's input by touching a touch panel for a predetermined 
amount of time. An advantage of doing so is that a user can perform a specific operation without 
a separate button but can avoid triggering the operation accidentally. For this reason, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
Hyodo's system accept a user's touch panel input by detecting a touch of a predetermined 
duration. 

12. Claims 1 1 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hyodo 
in view of Kaite and further in view of Sacchi (U.S. Patent No. 7,171,625). 

Claims 11 and 23 can be treated like claims 10 and 22, respectively. However, Hyodo is 
silent with regard to a method of the user tapping a touch panel twice to indicate an operation. 
Sacchi discloses a user interface, wherein: 

the method is such that the user taps on the touch panel twice within a 
predetermined time period (see column 5, lines 8-16). 
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As stated in column 5, lines 16-23, an advantage of having a user perform a double tap is 
that a user can indicate a more definite intention to perform an operation. For this reason, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have Hyodo's system use a double tap to indicate an operation. 

13. Claims 13 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hyodo 
in view of Kamon (U.S. Patent No. 6,975,361). 

Claims 13 and 25 can be treated like claims 8 and 20, respectively. Additionally, Hyodo 
discloses: 

the display means superimpose an outer frame (62a) of the first region on 
the moving image (see Figure 5 and paragraph 58) 
Hyodo is silent with regard to causing the frame to blink a predetermined number of 
times when a focus is complete. 

Kamon discloses an imaging system, wherein: 

a frame blinks (see column 20, lines 30-35). 
An advantage of utilizing a blinking frame is that it gets the attention of a user. For this 
reason, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have Hyodo's system cause the frame to blink. 

Kamon is silent with regard to performing the blinking when a focus on a subject is 
complete. 

Official Notice is taken that it was well known in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have a camera notify a user when a focusing operation is complete. An advantage of 
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doing so is that a user may proceed to capture the focuses image. For this reason, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
Hyodo's system notify a user when a focusing operation is complete. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Whipkey, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7321. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. eastern 
daylight time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava, can be reached at (571) 272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
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would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JTW 

April 1,2007 
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PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 



